
Terms of Reference for the Review of the Future Role of the 
Third Sector in Social and Economic Regeneration 

 
The terms of reference of the review are to: 
 

• consult with the range of organisations in the third sector, including 
charities, voluntary and community groups, mutuals, co-operatives and 
social enterprises, to examine their future role in the social and 
economic regeneration of England; 

 
• ensure that the future role of the sector, in the context of the long-term 

challenges, is defined through a sector-led consultation process. 

Undertaking: 

 
• a series of Minister-led regional and sub-regional (city or district 

based) consultation events, in every region of England; 
• a series of visits to local grass-roots third sector organisations; 

 
To examine: 

 
• the evidence that the third sector has an added or distinctive value 

in its roles including in; public service reform and delivery; in advocacy 
on behalf of under-represented groups; in promoting volunteering and 
giving; in local economic regeneration; and, in promoting social capital 
and building communities; 

• the impact the sector can have in various key outcomes – enterprise, 
health, social capital, economic regeneration, community cohesion; 

• what currently promotes or inhibits the sector in its roles; 
• the priorities for third sector development in all of its respective roles 

and how Government can contribute to this development over the 
long-term. 

 
As part of the Spending Review 2007, the Review reports to a cross-
Departmental Ministerial group, chaired by Ed Miliband, MP Minister for the 
Third Sector, Cabinet Office and includes: Vera Baird, QC MP Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs, Department for 
Constitutional Affairs; Parmjit Dhanda MP Parliamentary Under-Secretary of 
State, Department for Education and Skills; Barry Gardiner MP Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State (Commons), Department of Environment and Rural 
Affairs; Rt. Hon. Margaret Hodge MBE MP Minister of State for Industry and 
the Regions, Department for Trade and Industry; David Lammy MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Culture, Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport; Ivan Lewis MP Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Care Services, Department of Health; Jim Murphy MP Minister of State for 
Employment and Welfare Reform, Department for Work and Pensions; Phil 
Woolas MP Minister for Local Government, Department for Communities and 



Local Government; Rt. Hon. Dawn Primarolo MP, Paymaster General, HM 
Treasury. 
 
The review will be conducted in two key phases, the consultation phase and 
the analytical phase. The key workstreams of the analytical phase will be 
informed and guided by the consultation. 
 
Campbell Robb will play a leading advisory role in the review. 
 
The review will build on previous cross-cutting reviews of the third sector, 
which particularly examined its role in public service delivery, in 2002 and 
2004. 
 
 


